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INTRODUCTION

Focus on ten strategies for transforming cities and public spaces
through place-making.

Even though “sustainable development” seems to have emerged as
the development paradigm of the 1990s, a great deal of vagueness
still surrounds the meaning, definition, and theoretical underpinnings
of the concept.

There Is also a general lack of emphasis on the spatial dimension of
sustainable development when developing relevant conceptual or
environmental accounting frameworks.



Spatial Development Framework

The Municipal Systems Act, requires all municipalities to compile
Spatial Development Frameworks (the “SDF”) as a core component
of Integrated Development Plans (the “IDP”).

Spatial Development Framework is a framework that seeks to guide,
overall spatial distribution of current and desirable land uses within a

municipality in order to give effect to the vision, goals and objectives
of the municipal IDP.



Spatial Development Framework (SDF) is a core component in any
Municipality’s economic, sectoral, spatial, social and institutional

growth
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@ttlem ent Hierarchy

*Basic services are to be provided to all
levels of settlements. Prioritisation is to be
given to primary and secondary nodes
before investment takes place in the rural
nodes.

sActive public investment is to take place in
the primary nodes.

«Public Investment in the secondary nodes
is to address the provision of basic civil and
community services only.

*Public investment in the rural nodes is to
address the provision of basic dvil services
only.

«The hierarchy of nodes is to quide the

Water Resources
sRehabilitation of minor systems that have
been degraded through inappropriate
development and land usage.

sLimit intensive land usage within the

catchments of important rivers,

sPreparation of a water services development

\ plan

Agricultural

«[ntensive farming activities should
not result in the destruction of the
natural environment.

_
(" Environmental ‘

sImplementation of the Integrated

Envircnmental Management Procedures as well

as Regulations promulgated in terms of the

National Environmental Management Act ( 107

of 1998)

+Spatial decision making is to lead to the

Tourism
«Protect natural and cultural
environment for tourism purposes
sBalance the tourism and
agricultural needs of the region

achievement of the desired ecological footprint
as reflected on Map 4.
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Transportation
sUpgrade and maintain road
surfaces in the various nodes
«The upgrading and realignment
of the N2 national route is to be
accommodated

sDevelopment of an integrated

transport plan ;

Housing
sEstablish the real need for housing
(The Backlog) and prioritise the
beneficiaries.

*Proactively identify and access land
needed for future housing.

sThe full spectrum of housing needs
is to be catered for; i.e. low-income,
subsidy housing, multi storey
developments, affordable housing,
sLow-income subsidised residential
areas where freestanding dwellings
are erected on individual stands
should not be developed at gross
densities of higher than 20 units per
hectare, while the erven should not
be smaller than 250m?2.
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EThekwini Municipality’s Long Term Development Plan

« The SDF translates the current EThekwini Municipal Vision, which
is, “By 2030 eThekwini will be Africa’s most caring and liveable
city”, to have a spatial focus.

 The envisaged SDF-Spatial vision is to have “by 2030 a socially
equitable, environmentally sustainable and functionally
efficient Municipality that bolsters its status as a gateway to
Africa and the world”.



Parks, Recreation and Culture Unit (PRC) in the EThekwini
Municipality's is made up of three (3) departments:

Libraries and Heritage Department
Parks, Leisure and Cemeteries Department
Recreation and Sports Development

PRC’s Ultimate goal is to have “A VIBRANT AND CREATIVE CITY -
THE FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABILITY AND SOCIAL
COHESION”

We need to invest in people’s creativity, imagination and
resourcefulness and to promote a sense of stewardship through the
cultural (Libraries, Museums, Creative Arts, Sport and Recreation) and
green services (Horticulture, Agriculture, Urban Forestry etc.) that
contribute towards the development of our country’s economy.



Public spaces and particularly public places are critical civic
resources which facilitate a healthy, holistic and socially cohesive
urban environment. Inspirational, clean, green public places
celebrate civic identity through everyday experiences and are vital
for a city concerned about future growth and development



The Benefits of Good Places

Builds & Supports
the Local Economy

Small-scale entrepreneurship
More quality goods available
Higher real estate values
Local ownership, local value
More desirable jobs
Increased currency velocity
Greater tax revenue
Reduced need for municipal
services

Creates Improved
Accessibility

= More walkable

= Safe for pedestrians

= Compatible with public transit

* Reduced need for cars & parking

= More efficient use of time & money
= Visually attractive destinations

» Greater connections between uses

Nurtures & Defines
Community Identity Fosters More Frequent &

- Greater community organization MeaninngI Interaction

» Sense of dedication & volunteerism » Improved sociability
» Perpetuation of integrity & values * Cultural exposure & interaction
* “Mutual coercion, mutually agreed-upon™ - Exchange & preservation of information,
» Reduced necessity for municipal control  wisdom & values
+ Self-managing = Bolstered barter system
* Reduced race & class barriers
» Feeling of interconnection

Place

Draws a More Diverse
Population

= More women, elderly, and children
= Greater ethnic & cultural pluralism

Promates PUb"C = Support for wider range of activities & uses

= Mew service, retail and customer niches

Health & Comfort « Variation & character in built environment

» Less crime * Instilled confidence to create one’s reality

= More outdoor physical activity

= Generally stimulating

= Sense of belonging

* Improved environmental quality

= Feeling of freedom and limitlessness PPS ‘
=
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Place-making Strategies

« 1. IMPROVE STREETS AS PLACES

Place-making is based on a simple principle: if you plan
cities for cars and traffic, you will get cars and traffic. If you
plan for people and places, you will get people and places.
More traffic and greater road capacity are not the inevitable
results of growth. They are products of very deliberate
choices made to shape our communities to accommodate
the private automobile.



The Metrocable in the Colombian city of
Medellin

PPS website




2. Create Squares and Parks as Multi-Use
Destinations

A great urban park is a safety valve for the city, Iin
which people living in dense urban areas can find
breathing room. While a poorly planned or
maintained park can be a place of fear and danger,
thus repelling people, business, and investment. A
great square, on the other hand, can be a source of
civic pride, and it can help citizens feel better
connected to their cultural and political institutions



Park Square’s big plans to transform
Umhlanga




3. Build Local Economies Through
Markets

* An informal public markets economy thrives in many
cities around the world, but often chaotically clogging
streets, competing unfairly with local businesses, and
limiting the hope of upward mobility to marginalized
populations.

« Markets can, however, provide a structure and a
regulatory framework that helps grow small
businesses, preserve food safety, and make a more
attractive destination for shoppers.



The Traditional Medicine and Herb Market in the Warwick Junction -
Durban
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4. Design Buildings to Support Places

In many cities new buildings are going up at an
unprecedented pace. Massive gated communities are
being built for the middle class, exacerbating the gulf
between rich and poor. Traditional neighborhoods are being
replaced by towering skyscrapers and civic institutions like
schools and libraries often end up looking like fortresses.
This trend has spread around the globe and it is damaging
the fabric of cities everywhere.



The Cornubia Development

The Cornubia Development is a multi-billion rand joint
venture between the eThekwini Municipality and Tongaat

Hulett.

The development is expected to create 48 000 new
sustainable job opportunities over a period of 15 years, and

a further 15 000 during the construction phase



Cornubia Development in 2015




Cornubia Mall Development in 2017
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5. Link a Public Health Agenda to a Public
Space Agenda

* A healthy city is one in which citizens have access to
basic infrastructure such as clean water, sanitation, and
sewage treatment. It is also a place where healthy food
IS available to everyone, where women and children can
walk without fear, and where people can enjoy parks,
sqguares, and other public spaces in safety and comfort.

 Albert Park



grthglen @ @ @ Custorr

NEWS ~ CLASSIHEDS -~ PROPERTY ~ TRAVEL ~ BUSINESS CATALOGUE
LISTINGS

Read on ALLAWOMEN
'If all men got pregnant, Children "were present” 'Dark period for SA' -
1t'd be taken more when doctor shot Ramaphosa condemns
sertously': Behind the estranged wife in head hrwetvana & Jegels

Local news | Municipal

City's programme for the homeless yields results

The engagement was part of the City’s Qalakabusha programme which seeks to assist

homeless people by re-uniting them with their families, rehabilitation and facilitating
skills development

July 7, 2019




6. Reinvent Community Planning

« The starting point in developing a concept for any public
space agenda should be to identify the talents and
resources within the community and people who can
provide historical perspective, insights into how the area
functions, and an understanding of what Is truly
meaningful to the local people. Tapping this information
at the beginning of the process will help to create a sense
of ownership in the project that can ensure its success for
years to come.

 Example of Kounkuey Design Initiative (KDI), in Nairobi,
Kenya



xample of Kounkuey Design Initiative
(KDI), in Nairobi, Kenya




7. The Power of 10

The Power of Ten

: Clty/T own > 10+ major destinations/
districts

, ~ Precincts/
Destinations

> 10+ places

> 10+thingsto do

> Layering of uses to
create synergy
(Triangulation)

PPS 'Y




8. A Comprehensive Public Space
Agenda

A comprehensive approach to developing, enhancing,
and managing public space requires an integrated “top-
down” and “bottom-up” strategy.

 Leadership at the highest level of city is essential if
transformation of public spaces is to occur on a large
scale. A “bottom-up” grassroots organizing strategy is
also integral to the strategy.

* Bulwer Park Example



BULWER PARK UPGRADE

Address: Bulwer Road, Glenwood

Ward: 33

Client: Parks, Leisure & Cemeteries Department
Contract Period: To be determined

Contract Value: To be determined

Bulwer Park Upgrade is a pilot project of the
municipality’s Sustainable Public Spaces Program
which directly supports the Integrated Development
Plan’s (IDP) Quality Living Environment Plan (Plan 3).

Project objectives, identified through a stakeholder
consultation process are to:

* Create an identity for the park

* Catalyse a number of critical and strategic
interventions

* Develop an implementation strategy

* Develop 2 Management Model for the park.

Park components include:
« 'Heart of the Park’, a multi-functional space v
* Upgraded creative playground areas y
* An amphitheatre/ performance space MM” .
* An attractive pedestrian movement system,

The intention is to test, and replicate the
participative design process, including its proposed
management model, as a new approach to
developing and upgrading public parks citywide.




9. Experiment, Using a "Lighter, Quicker
and Cheaper" Approach

* Public spaces are complex, organic things. You can't
expect to do everything right initially. The best spaces
evolve by experimenting with short-term improvements
that can be tested and refined over many years.

 Places to sit

« Sidewalk café

« Community event
 Garden

» Painted crosswalks

 These are all examples of “Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper”
changes.



10. Lobbying Local Government to
actively Support Public Spaces

* Currently local Government is not
pointedly focused on public spaces an
Place-making

* Local Government needs to be more
actively involved in the development and
promoting of placemaking as it impacts on
all aspects of a community and its
development



CONCLUSION

WHAT MAKES A
GREAT PLACE?

. Fun
wrancisies 0
Ever seen a crowd of 400
MEASUREMENTS A rt fo ra I l people laughing together?
Busking is the only form of live It happens all the time. e
art that's both created and S pe cla l
consumed by EVERYONE. .
Diverse Active Everyone has a memory of a
v 5 Gathering. clapping spe:ial moment :hat happened
2 = Buskers are from - = g with a street performer.
Neighbourly Cooperative all backgrounds cheerngand being ¥
S = i a part of the show.
Your friendly neighbourhood Buskers worle i mibadouss and ethnicities.
street entertainer: come over

spaces with businesses,

i il
hdenjoy the shows residents and the city

Indigenous
9 times out of 10 your

local busker is exactly
that: local.

Friendly
Friendly, approachable &
engaging: traits every
busker should share.
Celebratory
Busking is a celebration
of art, love, humour and
the cities we live in.

. Retail Sale
Increased foot traffic and
/ happiness makes people far

more likely to buy a coffee.

Evening Use

Some of the best pitches are
during the evenings, after
people get off work.

Interactive
No other form of live, outdoor
performance is as interactive
as a proper street show

> Sustainable
- Busking has been around
Street Life fliiiscsgz Sl = for millennia. And they will
Better than security guards, : always be here.
road s or cht S,

this is engaging street life Crl me Stats
Pedestrians gathered in public
reduce opportunities for criminals
to work without being noticed

Safe

Buskers are ‘eyes in the
street’, always there to

A - 2 : .v see what's going on.
Walkable : Walkable
Buskers make areas

more desirable to Buskers make areas

Welcoming

This is perhaps the only part "~ -
of busking that really matters -
more than talent itself!

wallk in :rv\:l:(eigesirable to
Convenient
& Stop if you like or m X
pedeStrlan mo!?ooyn.Absoluvely Historic Char lng
You can busk at traffic convenient for all. Busking has been You can’t charm money out
lights. but it's nqrmally around for at least of someone’s wallet if you're
a pedestrian activity four thousand years not charming...
Accessible Attractive
' E;SEBCL li(é z‘g::;z;:;:‘;l: the :t'ter';.::i‘\?::rseuqot:r:;l;end

~ to be photogenic!
ts of
B @l SPACES RS



