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RATIONALE

• Role of cemeteries  in society;
• Institutional knowledge (stories by staff);
• Remarkable stories about Johannesburg, 

South Africa (Enoch Sontonga);
• Marketing/eco tourism;
• Public education;
• Natural heritage as a integral part of urban 

heritage;
• Stewardship of public open spaces – curb 

vandalism etc. 



ALAN BUFF

OBJECTIVES

• Add value to the use, appreciation and 
enjoyment of Joburg zoo, parks, nature reserves 
and cemeteries. 

• Promote importance of protecting their rich 
cultural and natural heritage which speaks 
volumes about their past, for the benefit of 
future generations
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HISTORY OF JOBURG

How Johannesburg came about – an iron 
furnace on Melville Koppies attests to the 
city’s early Tswana residents (1963); 

the Boer farmhouses in Bez Valley and 
Klipriviersberg were built long before the city 
itself; 

the disused shafts in 
the George Harrison 
Park tell of the first 
discovery of payable 
gold; 

In 1863 farmhouse of 
Frederick Bezuidenhout was 
used in the SA War as a 
British Military base



ALAN BUFF

INDIGENOUS PLANTS & RARE SPECIES 

OF FAUNA

• Parks include Zoo Lake, 
the Johannesburg 
Botanical Gardens, 
Joubert Park, Kloofendal
and Lonehill. 

• The Wilds are filled with 
Johannesburg’s 
indigenous plants and 
shrubs. 

Dorothy Nyembe Park

The Wilds
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POLITICAL HISTORY

The cemeteries are where many of the city’s 
heroes lie, their stories told on their 
tombstones. Some of them include Alfred 
Xuma, Lilian Ngoyi, Helen Joseph, Charlotte 
Maxeke, Hector Pieterson, Herman 
Charles Bosman, Nkosi Johnson, and Walter 
and Albertina Sisulu. 

Westpark cemetery
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JOBURG ZOO

The Johannesburg Zoo, home to over 2 000 animals from all over the world, 
started 111 years ago with a lion called Mac, a baboon, a leopard, a pair of 
monkeys, two antelopes, an eagle, a genet, a pair of porcupines, and a giraffe.
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ROODEPOORT COPPER BUTTERFLY

The rare Roodepoort Copper 
Butterfly, found only in the Ruimsig
Entomological Reserve in Roodepoort.

Red listed under the SA red data 
butterfly book

First reserve in Africa proclaimed to 
protect a unique grassland habitat for 
insects not common in the 
Witwatersrand (Henning,1994)

.
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BOOK REVIEW by Prof Gumede
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PROMOTION

• Documentary
• Heritage Tours with Tourism agencies
• Audiobook
• Ebook
• Targeted conferences e.g. JIKE- Africities
• Book stores (exclusive books, love books)
• A dedicated page on the JCPZ website linked to JCPZ 

and COJ and Joburg Tourism sites 
• UNESCO ‘s global Aspen schools, Education for 

Sustainability
• Universities reference material (Unisa & Wits)
• Department of Basic Education
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