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OVERVIEW OF LHSA

The creation of an organisation/s for the 

conservation, promotion and 

appreciation of Southern African 

Landscapes, natural, cultural, designed 

and/or developed.

▪PS Southern/Sub-Saharan 

>> Pan-African = LHAfrica
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GOALS
1. To develop an organisation devoted to the 

furtherance and understanding of the natural 
and cultural landscape of Southern Africa.

2. To promote the concept of Landscape in 
Southern Africa in its own right as a natural, 
cultural and/or designed phenomenon.

3. To record and map our landscapes 
natural/cultural character, noting not only 
regions but places, people/s and organisations, 
practices and features of landscape interest 
and value.
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES
 2. To promote the concept of Landscape in Southern 

Africa in its own right as a natural, cultural and/or 
designed phenomenon – working to promote landscape 
heritage with:
▪ National, regional and municipal government

▪ Heritage and conservation organisations

▪ Planning and design professionals

▪ Tourism, education, and political organisations

▪ Media outlets and organisations e.g. trade and tourism journals, 
magazines and online/FB sites

▪ Developing events related to touring, routes and hikes with/out 
guides or online information about landscapes, parks, places, 
people, etc.
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES
 3.4 Monitor and advise on the status of landscapes 

and landscape heritage in South/ern Africa:

▪ Develop a grading, status and monitoring system for our 

landscapes e.g. public open space, parks, facilities.

▪ Advise municipalities, especially in rural, underfunded 

and marginalised areas how to develop their public and 

private landscapes.

▪ Employ personnel to perform these tasks or work with 

local/national government for the same.
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Understanding Landscape

▪What is Landscape exactly?

▪Where is Landscape found?

▪Why is Landscape significant?

▪How is Landscape defined?

▪For whom is Landscape intended?

▪How does the Law view Landscape?

▪Where does Landscape reside in Planning and 
Heritage Management?
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What is Landscape exactly?
 The European Landscape Convention (ELC) (Council of Europe 

2000) gives the first formal definition addressing all 

landscapes. Formal definitions are based on a consensus 

between contributing parties and formulated in a convention 

that engage the parties signing it.

 Only one older formal definition of landscape exist: the one by 

the UNESCO World Heritage Convention (UNESCO 1992) 

defining however only “cultural landscapes” and only if they 

have a “universal value”. Three main categories are 

recognised:
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What is Landscape exactly?
1. designed landscapes have been created intentionally by man, 

such as gardens and parkland landscapes. They are 
constructed for aesthetic (and sometimes political) reasons 
and are often associated with monumental ensembles.

2. organically evolved landscapes are the result of an have 
developed from the interactive process between a specific 
culture and in response to its natural environment. They fall  
into two sub- categories:
▪ relict (or fossil) landscapes are the ones that still show characteristic 

material features resulting from the processes that made them but 
came to an end;

▪ continuing landscapes are the ones that are sustained by a still 
active traditional way of life in the contemporary society;

3. associative cultural landscapes refer symbolically to powerful 
religious, artistic or cultural associations of the natural 
element rather than material cultural evidence .
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What is Landscape exactly?
 When looking at the subcategories recognized as cultural 

landscape, confusion arises. The organically evolved 
landscapes are often agricultural landscapes and in the 
associative cultural landscapes many are looking natural, 
spectacular and even sublime.

 The definition in the European Landscape Convention is 
broader, addresses all landscapes and fits closely the 
common meanings of landscape.

Prof. Dr. Em. Marc Antrop, Ghent University,  Department of Geography, 
Landscape Research. “Some background on landscape concepts.” General 
Assembly of ICOMOS and The scientific Conference “ Heritage and Landscape 
as human values” Florence in November ,  2014. 
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How is Landscape defined?

▪ELC Article 1 – Definitions

▪“Landscape” means an area, as 

perceived by people, whose character is 

the result of the action and interaction of 

natural and/or human factors
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The European Landscape Convention
▪The first aim of the European Landscape Convention 

is to encourage States to introduce A NATIONAL 
LANDSCAPE POLICY that is not restricted to the 
protection of exceptional landscapes but also takes 
EVERYDAY LANDSCAPES into consideration.

▪ It further aims, through TRANS FRONTIER 
cooperation, to create a genuine impetus to reinforce 
the presence of the landscape as a value to be 
shared by different cultures (i.e. important to POST-
COLONIAL societies). The intention is thus to promote 
the integration of the landscape dimension in 
international relations, at national, regional and local 
levels.
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Where is Landscape?

▪Landscape is ubiquitous

▪Landscape is extensive

▪Landscape has its own boundaries

▪Landscape is complex

▪Landscape is underrated
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L E V E L  1

P hy to g eo gr a p h ic  

Reg io n s  o f  A f r i c a
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WHERE IS 

LANDSCAPE

?



L E V E L  2

Ter r es t r ia l  

E c o sy s tem s  o r  

Veg et a t io n  M a c ro  

Gro u p s  o f  A f r i c a
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L A N M A P  L eve l  2

E u ro p ea n  

L a n d sc a p e  

Reg io n s  a n d  

Zo n es

C OM P L E X  &  

S I M P L E  

WHERE IS 

LANDSCAPE

?
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Box 7. Example 5: Creating Landscape Zones

From: Jongman, R.H.G. & Bunce, R.G.H. (2000). Landscape classification, scales and biodiversity
in Europe. In Consequences of Land Use Changes (eds Ü. Mander & R.H.G. Jongman), pp. 11-
38. WIT Press, Southampton.

The ITE European classification system (shown in section 7.4.2) has also been applied to identify
landscape zones in Europe. Climate data representing dominant trends in variation in its variables
were processed using the 64 classes for 5209 0.5°x0.5° cells of the European window, 45 classes
for the EU, Norway and Switzerland were combined to identify broad landscape zones based on a
statistical aggregation into clusters, described by Petit et al. (2001). These zones form a framework
in which landscapes can be defined. Using vegetation data the 64 classes were statistically clustered
into four climate-groups (level 1) and 12 landscape zones (level 2), see figure 6. The landscape
zones can be further divided into mountains and lowlands (level 3).

Figure 1. The twelve landscape zones of the European landscape zonation (Jongman & Bunce,
2000).
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M u n ic ip a l  

A ssessm en t s
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M u n ic ip a l  

A ssessm en t s
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ELC Article 1 – Definitions
 “Landscape” means an area, as perceived by people, whose 

character is the result of the action and interaction of natural 
and/or human factors;

▪ “Landscape policy” means an expression by the competent public authorities of 
general principles, strategies and guidelines that permit the taking of specific 
measures aimed at the protection, management and planning of landscapes;

▪ “Landscape quality objective” means, for a specific landscape, the formulation by the 
competent public authorities of the aspirations of the public with regard to the 
landscape features of their surroundings;

▪ “Landscape protection” means actions to conserve and maintain the significant or 
characteristic features of a landscape, justified by its heritage value derived from its 
natural configuration and/or from human activity;

▪ “Landscape management” means action, from a perspective of sustainable 
development, to ensure the regular upkeep of a landscape, so as to guide and 
harmonise changes which are brought about by social, economic and environmental 
processes;

▪ “Landscape planning” means strong forward-looking action to enhance, restore or 
create landscapes.
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For whom is Landscape?
The people at the heart of landscape policy

▪ One of the major innovations of the European Landscape Convention 
is the definition of “LANDSCAPE QUALITY OBJECTIVES”, meaning, for 
a specific landscape, the formulation by the competent authorities of 
the aspirations of the public with regard to the landscape features of 
their surroundings. No longer the preserve of experts, landscape is 
now a policy area in its own right.

▪ Management in line with landscape quality objectives also calls for 
education and training, including training for specialists, elected 
representatives and the technical staff of local, regional and national 
authorities, and school and university courses dealing with values 
attached to the landscape and its protection, management and 
planning.

https://www.coe.int/en/web/landscape/the-european-landscape-convention
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What, according to the Convention, 

does the term “landscape” cover?

▪The landscape is part of the land, as perceived 

by local people or visitors, which evolves 

through time as a result of being acted upon 

by natural forces and human beings.

https://www.coe.int/en/web/landscape/the-european-landscape-convention
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Where should Landscape sit in 

Planning and Heritage Law?

▪NHRA

▪NLCA National Landscape Conservation Act

▪NEMA

▪NPA
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Where should Landscape sit in 

Planning and Heritage 

Management?

▪SAHRA SA Heritage Resource Authority

▪SANBI SA National Biodiversity Institute

▪SANLI SA National Landscape Institute

▪SANPARKS SA National Parks
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Some distinctions — not all landscape 

maps are equal:

▪Landscape Character Assessment (LCA)

▪Landscape Classification (GIS)

▪Landscape Grading (NHRA)

▪Landscape Identification (Research)

▪Landscape Mapping (Spatial)
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The Landscape Map
▪The Landscape Map has 10 Layers.

▪These can be broadly divided into the 3 UNESCO 

categories, namely:

▪ associative

▪ organic (fossil/relict and continuing)

▪ designed

▪These distinctions are somewhat artificial, 

ambiguous and unnatural in regular terminology.

LANDSCAPE HERITAGE SA



The Landscape Map Layers & UNESCO

Presenting Landscape Heritage Southern Africa (LHSA) and The Landscape Map  

to the Institute of Environment and Recreation Management (IERM) 2022 

Page 4 of 16 

In South Africa protected heritage is divided into Grade 1 (National), Grade 2 (Provincial) and 

Grade 3 (Local) categories (NHRA). Degrees of protection are indicative only and have to be applied 

for. 
There is no general recognition of landscape categories in South African law as yet that might 

define Mountains, Coasts or Rivers as Grade 1 National Landscapes (NL) or any further 
subdivision along regional (RL), provincial (PL), district (DL) or local (LL) lines. 

Landscape Layer UNESCO Category
9
 Protection

10
 

1 Coastal Landscapes, Seascapes & (Sub)Marinescapes Associative Protected? 

2 Terrestrial Landscapes Associative Protected? 

3 National Parks & Nature Reserves Associative Protected 

4 Ancient Landscapes & Protected Sites Organic: Fossil Protected 

5 Agricultural, Indigenous & Vernacular Landscapes Organic: Continuing Protected? 

6 Historic Settlements, Towns & Cities Organic: Continuing Protected 

7 Historic Parks, Gardens & Landscapes Designed Protected? 

8 Public Parks & Gardens, Arboretums & Botanical Gardens Designed Protected? 

9 Private Gardens & Estates Designed Unprotected 

10 Designed Landscapes & Engineering Designed Unprotected 

Figure 1: Table of Landscape Layers in The Landscape Map. 

The following section is taken from The State of the Landscape Report (2021).
11

 The statistics 

have been updated from a year ago and show how the various map layer categories are growing. 

1.3.1 Coastal Landscapes, Seascapes and (Sub)Marinescapes
12

 

“Coastal Landscapes are part and parcel of Natural Landscapes. However, they present a 

very specific interface between land and sea, continent and ocean, not to mention islands. The subject 

of Marinescapes or Seascapes covering only the sea beyond the coastal zone is a further area that is 
simply off the map of our terrestrial concerns. This was only trialled in the Southern Cape Peninsula 

but this is an extremely rich landscape in itself, a landscape region/s if you will, with many features, 
often of high popular interest due to the high value people hold in Coastal Landscapes. They are a 

major tourist attraction outside of cities and defining what are our top landscape attractions is itself a 

subject of interest. 
Stats: 123 (was 65) map points including bays , beaches , caves , estuaries , harbours 

, islands , jetties , lagoons , lighthouses , promontories , rock formations , rock pools , 
sharks , shipwrecks , tidal pools , walks , wildlife , viewpoints , etc. Marine features include 

banks, bays, oceans , seas , channels , currents, islands , gulfs , submarine mountains, 
trenches, icebergs, icescapes; bridges, canals, marine cables, infrastructure, oil wells, shipping lanes, 

windfarms, etc. 

1.3.2 Terrestrial Landscapes 

“Terrestrial Landscapes form the baseline of the Natural Landscape. They are source and the 
origin of our world. Very few remain natural but Africa certainly has a lot of them. That doesn’t mean 

that they are not under threat however. There is a wish list of Landscape Features that this map 
should have, which was trialled in the test map around the Southern Cape Peninsula where the author 

currently lives, and to a lesser extent around the subcontinent. So far, Natural Landscape Features 
that do pop out of the Google Map (GM) include lakes, mountains, (not rivers), pools, viewpoints, 

trails and waterfalls. The latter are aspects of tourism or landscape appreciation and aesthetics. 

Natural Landscape Regions do not feature on Google Maps (GMs). Landscape types such as 

                                                        
9
 UNESCO categories for World Heritage Sites (WHS) are only applied to sites of “universal” value; Grade 0, if you will, above 

South Africa’s Grade 1 National Heritage Sites (NHS). 
10

 Degrees of protection are not included here but just noted generally to give an idea of which landscapes typically are protect-
ed, partially protected?, or largely unprotected. This is just a generalization however. 
11

 Bruce Eitzen (September 2021). The State of the Landscape Report. Cape Town: Landscape Heritage Southern Africa. Map 

point statistics updated from September 2021 to August 2022. 
12

 Increasingly an area of concern due to plastic pollution; more areas are now being formally conserved as Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) and as part of Biosphere Reserves. 
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COASTAL LANDSCAPES,  MARINESCAPES & SEASCAPES



COASTAL LANDSCAPES,  MARINESCAPES & SEASCAPES



TERRESTRIAL LANDSCAPES



NATIONAL PARKS & NATURE RESERVES, GAME RESERVES, 

CONSERVANCIES, BIOSPHERE RESERVES, ETC.



ANCIENT LANDSCAPES & PROTECTED SITES



AGRICULTURAL,  INDIGENOUS & 

VERNACULAR LANDSCAPES



AGRICULTURAL,  INDIGENOUS & 

VERNACULAR LANDSCAPES



HISTORIC SETTLEMENTS,  TOWNS & CITIES



HISTORIC PARKS, GARDENS & LANDSCAPES



PUBLIC PARKS & GARDENS,

ARBORETUMS & BOTANICAL GARDENS



PRIVATE GARDENS & ESTATES



DESIGNED LANDSCAPES,  

ENGINEERING FEATURES & LANDSCAPES



The Landscape Map

▪Landscapedia is a Landscape 
Encyclopedia

▪Landscape Heritage Inventory

▪Accessible online to the Public

The African Landscape Dictionary

▪Language & Landscape Project
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Conclusion:

▪Conserving the Landscape

▪How you can help:

▪Visit the web site

▪Become a member/sponsor/patron

▪Contribute info to The Landscape Map 

and Landscapedia
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