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1. Introduction

ÅLargest and oldest meteorite impact crater

ÅUnited Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) - 14 July 2005

ÅΨhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƪƛƴŘΩ ς
geology (UNEP, 2006)

ÅMemorandum of agreement signed between 
government and landowners - 26 May 2012 

ÅHowever, the proclamation has been put off 
because of concerns raised by the landowners 
(Engelbrecht, 2012)



Reasons for the delayed proclamation:

Å5ƛǎǊǳǇǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŜǘ

ÅResidents are limited 

ÅMisunderstandings and miscommunication ς
different  landowners, residents, municipalities 
and government

ÅA lack of trust

Å{ƻƳŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜǘŜƻǊƛǘŜ-ǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƛǎ 
just a theory to make money
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ÅIncrease in tourist numbers and facilities 
(development) serving tourism (UNEP, 2006)

ÅDevelopment is needed in the area 

ÅWell-being of the environment and perspectives

ÅNatural and rural areas are under constant 
pressure to develop (Puren, Drewes& Roos, 2006)

ÅOver-development, tourism, pollution and 
globalisation may possibly impact the sense of 
place (SOP) of the area
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What is sense of place?

ÅάThat which is uniqueto a placeand which givesa
certaincharacteror identity to itέ(Puren, 2010:15)

ÅάThemannerin whichhumansrelateor feelaboutan
environmentέ(Nanzer, 2004)

Related terms:

ÅPlace attachment

ÅPlace dependence

ÅPlace identity

ÅPlace image (marketing purposes)



1. Introduction continue
ÅTheexperienceofΨǇƭŀŎŜΩis likely to be privateanddistinctive

from one personto the next (Bell,Greene,Fisher& Baum,
1996).
ÅModernity and urbanisation created physical and

psychologicaldivisionsbetweenpeopleandnature.
ÅAccessto ΨƎǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜΩis highly valued by communities,

contributingnot only to better health,but alsoto happiness,
relaxationandfeelingcloseto nature(Coles& Bussey, 2000).
ÅDemandfor accessto protected areascloseto urban areas

(like the Vredefort Dome) is increasing(Rossi,Pickering&
Byrne,2016:1).
ÅTherefore, this study focused on the sense of place

(character)and its importancefor the Vredefort Domeas a
greenspace.



2. Research objectives

1. To determine the meaning of sense of place to 
the participants.

2. To identify the measures or solutions necessary 
to protect the Vredefort Dome as a green space 
and its character.



3. Study area

FIGURE 1: The location of the study area relative to South Africa



FIGURE 2: The location of Parys and the edge of the Vredefort Dome impact 
crater along the Vaal River


