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“SHARED JOY IS A DOUBLE JOY. SHARED SORROW IS HALF A SORROW” 
– SWEDISH PROVERB



Realizing the need to change – My journey
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Realizing the need to change – My sons
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Realizing the need to change – Adriaan
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Realizing the need to change – Stefan 
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Realizing the need to change – Attending a school for 

handicapped children
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Realizing the need to change – Paarl School for the 

Neurologically Handicapped

7Thibault Inclusive Play Park



Realizing the need to change – Paarl School for the 

Neurologically Handicapped
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Realizing the need to change – “I do not have a dis-ability, 

I have a different-ability” Robert M. Hensel
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Inclusive Play – A new concept in park development
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Finding the right circumstances – Paarl School location
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Finding the right circumstances – The perfect opportunity
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1. Needs of the 
children

2. A compassionate 
school

3. An involved 
community

4. Political support 
and funding

5. A perfectly located 
park



The Concept Plan
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 1 – Fragrance garden
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 1 – Safety bars
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 1 – Swing seats
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 1 – Signage
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Official Park Launch and marketing – 10 April 2014
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Official Park Launch and marketing – Media release
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 2 – Extending the 

concept
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 2 – Additional play 

equipment
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 2 – Wheelchair 

Operator Training Court
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 2 – Wheelchair 

Operator Training Court in use
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 2 – Wheelchair 

Operator Training Court in use
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 2 – Wheelchair 

Operator Training Court surfaces
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 2 – Wheelchair 

Operator Training Court obstacles
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Building an Inclusive Play Park Phase 2 – Wheelchair 

training ramp
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Lessons learned

1. Location

2. Knowledge sharing

3. Concept Plan

4. Needs of all role players

5. Innovative design

6. Opportunities for able-bodied

7. Supply of apparatus 

8. Accessibility

9. Park launch

10. Frequent inspections & maintenance
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Lessons Learned 
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Questions
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Thank You

For queries contact: willem.myburgh@capetown.gov.za


